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Disclaimer: 
 
This book is intended for information and educational 
purposes only. It is not meant to provide counseling or 
therapeutic advice and trying any of the personal growth 
strategies found within these pages does not infer a 
client/professional relationship. Ronnie strongly advises 
that you please seek professional therapeutic advice if 
needed. Just as you would take responsibility for 
yourself trying any holistic practice (like yoga or EFT 
tapping, etc.) you agree to take complete responsibility 
for your use of the techniques included here, as well as 
your emotional and physical wellbeing. 

 
 

https://nevertoolate.biz/gift


 

© 2019  Ronnie Ann Ryan and the Charmed Press LLC. All rights reserved in 
all media.  https://NeverTooLate.biz/gift   

 

 

Introduction 

 
If you are a smart, successful woman who knows how to 
crush it in business or has a hot career in another area, 
I’m going to ask you to take a deep breath and hear me 
out about who should pay on the first date. I know you 
might balk at what I present and have an opposing 
opinion. That’s OK – I get it. When I was single, I wasn’t 
too quick to listen to expert advice either.   
 
Please know that ultimately, I have only your best 
interest in mind. My intention is strictly to help any 
woman who truly desires lasting love to find an amazing 
relationship with the right man for her. I firmly believe 
that love IS your destiny. That’s why I share my advice 
and suggestions freely – so you can find the love you 
dream of, faster than on your own. 
 
I will say that following this approach worked for me and 
continues to work for my current clients, as well as those 
from the last 17 years. A proven strategy is absolutely 
worth its weight in gold.  
 
Now, about the question of who should reach into their 
wallet - there is plenty of discussion among both experts 
and singles regarding gender roles. People also have 
widely differing viewpoints on who should make the first 
call, ask someone out, and plan the date.  
 
As a love and dating coach for women over 40 since 
2002, I’ve noticed ideas, norms and what you think is 
expected of you change based on your age and 
generation. For example, situations diverge for boomers 
vs. millennials. Younger people (under 35 and especially 
below 25) tend to handle gender roles with far more 
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egalitarianism compared to boomers and even Gen- 
Xers who are still impacted by more traditional “rules.” 
 
It’s essential to recognize that gender roles for singles 
over 40 have not yet equalized as you might think or 
hope for. While great strides for equality between the 
sexes can be seen in career, education and even public 
life, the world of romance definitely lags behind! 
 
If you’re seeking a decisive, successful, masculine man 
40 and up, he will prefer to take the lead. “Our 
understandings of what is romantic are gendered…” 
says Elizabeth McClintock, an assistant sociology 
professor at the University of Notre Dame. She also 
pointed to the fact that even feminists do not agree 
100% on the topic of dating and who should be in 
charge of initiating. 
 
However, following the tradition of letting the man initiate 
and pursue you, provides SERIOUS ADVANTAGES. 
When you let the man lead, you now have a standard 
for comparing each guy you meet. This allows you to 
feel you have some level of control and a benchmark for 
behavior which is extremely helpful in determining who 
might be a good match. 
 
As your love and dating coach, I favor whatever gives 
you the biggest advantage. Without a doubt, letting the 
man lead for the first few dates offers the best insights 
about who he is and his true intentions. That includes 
letting him pick up the check for at least the first date, if 
not a couple more. I’ll explain my strategy fully within 
these pages. 
 
So, sit back, kick off your shoes and take a few minutes 
to read through this book. Relax and let the suggestions 
run through your mind to discover which ones work for 
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you and how you might apply the plan on your journey 
to find soul-satisfying love.  
 
 

Who Should Pay? 

 

 
 
 
Imagine you’re sitting with a new guy you met online, 
sipping a glass of wine on a first date. Maybe you 
ordered an appetizer. He’s cute, accomplished and 
seems interested. The conversation goes well and 
you're actually enjoying yourself. Wahoo! 
 
Then, that awkward moment arrives when the waiter 
leaves the check on the table. What's a woman to do? 
 
The question of who should pay is one of the most 
frequently discussed topics for single women (next to 
where to meet a decent guy and when to have sex). I 
know it may seem old fashioned, but I highly 
recommend you let the man pick up the check for the 
first date for 10 savvy and important reasons. 
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10 Reasons Why You Should 

Never Pay! 

 
 

1. The Purpose of Dating Is to Gather Data 

 
Usually, you know little about a man when you first 
meet. Whether you connected on the web, through an 
app or a friend, you’ve got a lot to learn to figure out if 
he could be “The One.” 
 
That's why moving into observation mode is so 
incredibly vital. Since you can't know his attitudes about 
money, gender equality or how he'll react, why risk 
taking the wrong action? You don’t want to turn him off 
after a great first date. 
 
Instead, relax and watch what happens without 
prompting or offering. You can learn a lot more by sitting 
back and observing than by jumping in to pay or take 
charge.  
 

2. A Quality Man Wants to Impress You  

 
Think of a male peacock spreading his stunning, colorful 
tail feathers to attract a mate. That's exactly what paying 
for you is all about. If he wants to appear generous, 
masculine and like a worthy mate, there’s no question 
that he will pay. That’s one way a man struts his stuff. 
 
On the other hand, if your date doesn’t pick up the 
check on the first date, that could be a red flag he’s not 
generous with his wallet or his heart. Some divorced 
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men who feel like they’ve been taken to the cleaners by 
their ex-wives are wary of women looking for a free meal 
and a man to foot the bill.  
 
You won’t have any trouble identifying a man like this. 
He’ll have a giant chip on his shoulder and want you to 
pay your half. He’ll come right out and tell you what you 
owe or suggest you split the tab. Again – this is a huge 
red flag so watch out for any sign of cheapness or 
comments about everything should be 50/50. Down the 
road you may in fact share paying the bills, but any man 
who always wants to pay “only his half” isn’t going to be 
generous or gracious. 

 

3. A High Caliber Man Expects to Pay  

 
Picking up the tab is a fundamental part of the chase 
and a traditional dating ritual for men. While we've come 
a long way regarding equality in the workplace and in 
marriages where men share the chores, child rearing, 
and bringing home the bacon, dating remains an archaic 
ritual that has simply not caught up.  
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Much of this is related to our DNA. In prehistoric times, 
men were hunters and protectors. They pursued their 
prey. Today, they play or watch sports, defend the 
country when needed, and pursue women. This 
biological fact may make you angry or annoyed, but that 
won't change the truth about dating after 40. 
 
 

4. If You Pay, What Will You Learn?  

 
Since the purpose of dating is to observe your date to 
discover if he meets your standards, you pretty much 
shoot yourself in the foot when you insist on paying. You 
completely lose your chance to know if he’s chivalrous 
or generous.  
 
Not only that, but you short-circuit your ability to observe 
his natural tendencies. Instead of jumping in because 
you feel obligated or think it's "the right thing to do," sit 
back and let him handle it.  
 
I guarantee if your date wants you to split the check, 
he'll tell you. Or the bill will sit there for an hour 
untouched.  Either way, you won't have to wonder what 
to do, so stop worrying about it.  
 
 

5. When You Pay, It Creates a Dilemma 

 
When a woman offers to pay, that creates a potentially 
difficult social dilemma for your date. He’ll need to 
determine if you will be insulted by his refusal to take 
your money. While some men confidently wave aside 
your offer, others won't want to risk offending you in 
case you’re a feminist.  
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Many men have encountered angry females who insist 
on paying, so they aren't "controlled” by a man. 
Naturally, he doesn’t want to cause a scene, so he 
might feel he should take you up on your offer and 
accept your cash. 
 
 

6. He Might Mistake Your Offer to Pay as a 

Lack of Interest 

 
I bet from time to time, you offer to pay just so you can 
end the date and  get away from the guy as quickly as 
possible. I did this. When a date went badly, I just 
wanted to put down some cash to cover the check and 
take off! Men are fully aware of this type of response 
from a woman and interpret this move as a lack of 
interest and that not wanting to see him again.  
 
That’s the most important reason why you DON’T 
WANT TO CONFUSE A MAN you LIKE by offering to 
help pay or split the check!  
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7. Set a Precedent for How You Want to Be 

Treated 

 
If you don't plan on splitting every check down the 
middle, don't set that pattern up on your very first date. 
There’s plenty of time to reciprocate should he ask you 
out on another date. At some point soon, you might pay 
for the movie or for an after-dinner drink on future dates.  
 
This is another HUGE reason to hold off on the first 
night to see how he TREATS you. Both genders are on 
their best behavior during the first few dates, so watch 
and learn what he’ll do to win you over. If you want him 
to treat you like a lady, act like a woman who knows she 
deserves the best and expects a quality man to pay. 
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8. You Don’t Owe Him Anything 

 
Some women feel compelled to pay because they don't 
want to owe a man anything in exchange for his buying 
a drink or dinner. This is complete nonsense. You don't 
owe a man anything when he buys, except a gracious 
thank you and a warm smile. If he has other 
expectations for anything more, that is strictly his 
problem and he’s not the right man for you. 
 
In addition, his footing the bill does not provide any sort 
of control over you. That was his choice and means 
nothing in terms of your responsibility except to be 
gracious and verbally appreciative. If he asked you on 
the date and chose the spot, it’s all on him. You have 
nothing to feel guilty about or controlled by. This is 
simply standard dating courtesy. 
 
 

9. Takers Are Happy to Let You Pay 

 
Too many women boldly rush to pay to establish 
equality and maintain their independence. Yet, these are 
the same women who end up complaining about how 
the new guy seems cheap. There are plenty of people 
(both men and women) who are happy to take whatever 
they can get.  
 
 
I call people like this “Takers.” They feel entitled or see 
everything as a challenge to leverage and get whatever 
they can. Not very attractive is it? Nope, but sadly the 
world is filled with all kinds and plenty are takers. 
 
There are also men who owe their ex-wives huge 
alimony payments and attempt to get back at ALL 
women as a result. This is another reason a man might 
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take whatever you want to shell out. Men like this also 
have an attitude about finances and don’t offer more 
than their exact half of any bill.  
 
So, when you quickly offer to help with the check and 
the guy says, “Sure!”, remember who gave him the idea 
that you'd be willing to pay. Right up front you offered or 
took the lead with payment, which is why he'd conclude 
you plan on taking care of things from that point forward.  
 
Don't make it so easy for him! When you let him pick up 
the check, you are doing what is most expected by men. 
And at least, you won’t give him the impression you 
think it should be any other way. 
 
 

10. There's Plenty of Time to Be Generous. 

 
A man will only "woo" you at the start of dating because 
that's when the “chase” is on. After he’s won you over, 
there’s no longer a desire or need to impress you. So, 
why not let him impress you and treat you well right up 
front?  
 
If you like him, allow him to win your heart and give him 
the space to do it. Let him “wear the pants” and be the 
man. Sit back, enjoy your date, and stop worrying about 
your share or being in charge.  
 
After he pays, be sure to let him know how much you 
appreciated the meal, his conversation, or company. 
Discover how a woman's charm and praising a man can 
impress him and win HIS heart far more than your wallet 
ever will.  
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Client Success Story 

 
 
Let me tell you a story about my client, Suzanne. At 42, 
Suzanne was a therapist for high-end clients in a very 
upscale community. Her practice was full, and she was 
highly successful and well-recognized for her expertise. 
 
Suzanne had her share of relationships, but remained 
single, much to her dismay. She was terribly 
disappointed to not have found a mate and longed to 
find the right man who would be her partner, her 
companion, and lover.  
 
Being a feminist, Suzanne thought she should always 
offer to pay. She felt it was the right thing to do because 
she made a good living and didn’t need anyone to pay 
her way. In addition, she didn’t like feeling obligated to a 
man just because he bought her some drinks or dinner. 
 

 
 
We talked about this at length and looked at all the 
angles. Finally, I made some headway, going over many 
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of the 10 reasons you just read through. I convinced her 
NOT to offer to pay on the first date and she said she’d 
give it a shot.  
 
We agreed that when the bill came, Suzanne wouldn’t 
reach for her wallet or say a word. She’d just keep the 
conversation going and act like her date would naturally 
pick up the bill. She was willing to sit to see if he would 
pay. Admittedly, she found this nearly impossible and 
the first couple of new guys she met online, she couldn’t 
help herself and offered anyway! 
 
The next guy she met through a friend and he asked her 
out to dinner. For the first time ever, Suzanne decided to 
go for it and not offer a dime. When the waiter dropped 
off the check, her date let it sit there for some time. She 
didn’t ask what she owed, if she could help or to pay for 
the tip either. Eureka! Her date, John, simply paid the 
bill and continued chatting enthusiastically. 
 
John asked her out again and on the next date, she 
managed to hold back a second time. Yup, you guessed 
it, he picked up that check too without discussion. They 
continued to date, and she experimented more with 
letting her feminine energy emerge.  
 
Things went very well from there for Suzanne and John. 
The more they got to know each other, the more they 
could see what a great match they were. Now, they’ve 
been married for 10 years.  
 
I’m just saying…this could work for you too. 
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Let’s Continue the Conversation 

 
If you are ready to discover what is holding you back or 
getting in the way of finding “The One,” why not 
schedule a call with me? Let’s chat about your situation 
and how coaching might help. The 45-minute call is 
complimentary with no obligation and sure to be eye-
opening. Book your conversation now! 
https://nevertoolate.biz/call 
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their destiny. You’ll discover proven mindset methods 
and dating strategies that lead to love faster. By getting 
your own love energy moving and raising your love vibe, 
you can attract the man of your dreams. 

 
Waking up on her 40th birthday still single, Ronnie 
decided to change her romantic status for good. She 
broke free from negativity and wallowing in her 
singleness to date 30 men in 15 months. During this 
time, she found the man who became her adorable, 
loving husband and they have been happily married 
since 2000. 

 

 
 
Now Ronnie shares her practical wisdom and dating 
magic with women ready to change their single status 
and find the love they’ve been dreaming about and 
deserve. Her private coaching, books and online 
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learning programs create love breakthroughs that 
change lives. 

 
Ronnie is the author of several books including:  
 
MANifesting Mr. Right: Its’ Never Too Late to Find the Love 
You Want 
 
Why Can’t I Find Love? 
 
Job Search = Love Search: 10 Savvy Career Strategies that 
Help You Find Love Too,  
 
Amazon Bestseller Is He The One? Find Mr. Right By 
Spotting Mr. Wrong - over 17,000 copies downloaded! 

 
Sought by the media, she has been interviewed or featured by 
the BBC, ABC, NBC, and Fox News, NPR, Fox News 
Magazine Online, Huffington Post, MORE.com,  eHarmony, 
DigitalRomance.com, YourTango.com and appeared at Long 
Wharf Theatre in New Haven, CT.  
 
Ronnie has helped thousands of women overcome obstacles 
to attract the right man and find lasting love. Start living your 
own love story now by scheduling your complimentary phone 
or Skype consultation at https://nevertoolate.biz/call  
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